THE CHILLING, LITTLE-KNOWN STORY OF THE RISE OF NAZISM IN LOS ANGELES
INTHE 1930s AND THE JEWISH SPY NETWORK THAT STOPPED IT.

o American city was more important to the Nazis than Los Angeles, home to
Hollywood, the greatest propaganda machine in the world. The Nazis plotted
to kill the city’s Jews and to sabotage the nation’s military installations, but
U.S. law enforcement agencies were not paying close attention, preferring
to monitor Reds rather than Nazis. Only attorney Leon Lewis and his daring ring
of spies stood in the way. From 1933 until the end of World War I, Lewis, the
man Nazis would come to call “the most dangerous Jew in Los Angeles,” ran a
spy operation comprising military veterans and their wives who infiltrated every
Nazi and fascist group in Los Angeles. Often rising to leadership positions, they
.uncovered and foiled the Nazis’ disturbing plans for death and destruction.
Featuring a large cast of Nazis, undercover agents, and colorful supporting
players, the Pulitzer Prize finalist Hitler in Los Angeles, by acclaimed historian
Steven J. Ross, tells the story of Lewis’s daring spy network in a time when hate
groups had moved from the margins to the mainstream.

"A terrifying, revelatory and inspiring masterpiece.”
—JURY FOR THE 2018 PULITZER PRIZE IN HISTORY

“Part thriller and all chiller, about how close the California Reich
came to succeeding.” —LOS ANGELES TIMES

“A history book that doubles as espionage thriller . . . Much more
than an accomplished work of historical scholarship.” —JEWISH JOURNAL

“Captivating . . . Ross employs impeccable research and a driving
no-holds-barred writing style.” —NEW YORK JOURNAL OF BOOKS

STEVEN.J. ROSS is professor of history at.the University of Southern
California and director of the Casden Institute for the Study of the Jew-
ish Role in American Life. He is the author of Hollywood Left and Right,
recipient of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences’ Film
Scholars Award and nominated for a Pulitzer; Working-Class Hollywood,
nominated for a Pulitzer and the National Book Award; Movies and
American Society; and Workers on the Edge. He lives in Southern California.
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